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Kyoto is internationally well known as being one of the most popular tourist
destinations in the world and has been receiving wider attention as an important hub
for cutting-edge academic research, the Arts and entrepreneurship, as well as being
known for its safe and quiet environment (Kyoto Research Park website, 2016;
Kyoto Chamber of Commerce and Industry pamphlet, 2008). As a result of its
popularity, the prefecture has experienced a drastic growth in immigrants -
foreigners coming to live long-term in Kyoto together with their families. The
majority of their children are enrolled in the local public schools.

Throughout the past 25 years, research on ethnic minority youth (termed in Japanese
as “Gaikoku ni roots o motsu jidou seito’, or in English, ““school-age children with
ethnic roots abroad™ ) has been conducted in the Kansai region, particularly in
prefectures such as Osaka, Kobe and Shiga, which have dense populations of
newcomer immigrant youth (Ishikida, 2005, Shimizu & Bradley, 2014). As for the
newcomer immigrant youth population in Kyoto, however, are sporadic and are few
in comparison. With such low numbers spread out all over Kyoto Prefecture, limited
assistance is offered by the prefecture and city governmental bodies for desperately

needed educational and cultural support for these children and their families. Ethnic



minority youth and their families in Kyoto therefore mostly rely on support from

grass-root level organizations, who often lack human resources and funding.

My Research Questions:
1) What academic and social obstacles are ethnic minority youth and their families
facing at Japanese public schools in Kyoto?

2) How much awareness and support of students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds is
there at public schools?

3) What types of learning support services education path guidance, social support
are readily accessible to ethnic minority youth and their families in Kyoto?
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